186.   SPEECH AT MASS MEETING1
[JOHANNESBURG,
June 24, 1908]
The receipt of so many telegrams shows the unanimity with which
the object of this meeting has been received, but though I have read
these telegrams to you, it is due to this meeting, due to the executive
of the British Indian Association, and due to the Transvaal public to
state also that there is, at this meeting, electricity in the air, and these
telegrams by no means demonstrate the whole truth. The whole truth
is that there is, even in this meeting, a number of Indians who are seeth-
ing with discontent over what the leaders have done, and over what
especially I myself have done, in connection with the compromise.
There is a number of Indians in this meeting who believe, as the Chair-
man has stated in his speech, that the whole Indian community has been
sold for selfish purposes. The Chairman has repudiated the charge,
and so do I, but I do not blame my countrymen who bring that charge
against me especially.2
Some of my countrymen tell me and, perhaps, with some justi-
fication, that I did not take them into confidence, when I approached
General Smuts on the strength of the letter that was placed before me
in the gaol-yard, and it is better that I myself should voice their com-
plaints. I believe that, in seeing General Smuts as I saw him, I acted
correctly and in accordance with my conscience, but time has shown
that they were right, time has shown also that I need not have gone to
General Smuts as I did. What I did was simply and solely to accept
voluntary registration that was placed before him for over a year by
the whole Indian community. I felt that I was yielding nothing,
not a single new principle, not a single concession, in accepting this
voluntary compromise. I believed that I had Ml instructions from my
countrymen to do so, but I believed too much. I did not know what
1 The meeting, which was held under the auspices of the British Indian Asso-
ciation at 3.45 p.m. to discuss the situation arising out of the "breach", by the
Transvaal Government, of "the spirit of the compromise" of January 30, 1908, was
attended by delegates from all over the Transvaal. For resolutions passed at the
meeting, vide Appendix V.
2The Chairman had said: "They who assaulted the Chairman and the
Secretary distrusted the Government. In their opinion, we had misled them, and, when
the proper time came, we had sold the community to the Government Whilst I
emphatically repudiate any such suggestion, it is impossible for me to deny that the
Government have, by their recent conduct, lent colour to the suspicion and distrust"